
 

 

 

                       

Thursday, Sept. 23, 2021  

 

Merkle’s Mental Health Moment - Talking to your kids about depression and suicide 
Dr. Erich Merkle, Pupil Adjustment Program, Office of Special Education, Akron Public Schools 
Parents and guardians sometimes need to have uncomfortable and difficult conversations with their children. One of the 
most important, yet toughest, could be about suicide. If children talk about feeling depressed, hurting themselves or not 
wanting to live, it’s important to take these comments very seriously. Nationwide Children's Hospital offers guidance on how 
to have these important discussions and what to do. As we continue to recognize suicide awareness month in September, 
remember that asking about suicide is a way to show you are concerned and are there to support your child. 
 

Enter to receive scholarships through the Ohio Vax-to-School program  
Today, the governor announced a new plan called the Ohio Vax-to-School program for vaccinated Ohioans ages 12-25. 
Those who are eligible can enter a drawing to receive scholarships. There are five $100,000 scholarships and 50 $10,000 
scholarships being offered. The Ohio Lottery will be releasing more information regarding the program in the coming weeks. 
Learn more.   
 

Roll Up a Sleeve with APS  
APS is encouraging students and families to participate in the APS Roll Up a Sleeve campaign in partnership with Akron 
Children’s Hospital and Summit County Public Health. The campaign encourages students 12 years old or older and their 
families to get a COVID-19 vaccine to help lower the rising number of younger, unvaccinated patients. The district will be 
hosting vaccination clinics during the day at select schools. Times and dates are being determined. Learn more.  
 

Apply to work at APS 
APS is looking to fill positions within the district. Open positions include paraprofessionals, substitute teachers, tutors, bus 
drivers, food services, temp custodians, office support and safety team members. Pay and benefits vary per position. Learn 
more and apply.  
 

Participate in the Cargill/PNC Fishing Derby  
The Cargill/PNC Fishing Derby is an educational, hands-on event intended to teach APS students in grades 3-4 the 
importance of environmental care. The free event will be held on Wednesday, Oct. 6 from 4-6 p.m. along the Ohio & Erie 
Canal at Wilbeth Road Trailhead. Space is limited and registration is required. Participants will receive a time slot and a 60–
90-minute fishing time. A complimentary goodie bag and fishing pole for the registered child will be provided. Learn more 
about the registration process.  
 

Support the Akron Children’s Museum reopening 
The Akron Children’s Museum is reopening on Friday, Oct. 1 after its closure in March 2020. Admission is $5 for adults and 
children. Members of the museum and those who are interested in becoming members are invited to an early preview where 
the first 150 children will receive a “Welcome Back Snack Pack”. The early preview is open until Sept. 30. Learn about safety 
protocols and upcoming events at the museum.  
 

Family-fun weekend activities  
• Akron Rubber Ducks Championship Game 5 – Catch an Akron Rubber Ducks baseball game Friday, Sept. 24 at 

6:05 p.m. Fireworks are included after the game. Get tickets.  

• World of Wonders Exhibit – Clayton Bailey’s World of Wonders free exhibit features playful art and unique creations 
including robots, ceramic heads and other unusual pieces that is fun for the entire family. The exhibit is on display at 
Curated Storefront Friday, Sept. 24 and Saturday, Sept. 25 from 12-8 p.m. No registration is required.  

• Akron City Gospel Singers- Attend a free rehearsal and performance by The Akron City Gospel Singers Saturday, 
Sept. 25 at 12 p.m. The group consists of children and adults who perform gospel songs for diverse families in the 
community. 
  

Good Samaritan Hunger Center food distribution and transportation 
The Good Samaritan Hunger Center is providing transportation via Lyft to its free food distribution the last two weeks of 
September. Locations and times vary. Recipients should bring a bag or laundry basket to receive items. Learn more about 
dates and locations.  

 

APS plus After-Hours Support for students and families 
APS plus After-Hours Support assists students and families with K-12 tutoring and academic support, family support 
services, social-emotional urgent support, technology and Google Classroom troubleshooting. Hours will be Monday 
through Thursday from 4-7 p.m. and Saturday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. It will be closed on holidays. Call 330.761.7943 
for assistance. For information, visit akronschools.com.  

Educational and mental health resources   

• 5 Things Parents Can Do to Support Learning at 
Home 

• 9 Tips for Parents Navigating Online Learning 

• 22 Remote Learning Tips for Parents 

• CDC: Help Children Learn at Home 

• Online Learning Tips for Families 
 
APS social media  

• Facebook  @akronpublicschools 

• Twitter       @akronschools 

• LinkedIn   @akron-public-schools 

• YouTube  @Akron Schools 

 
 
 
 
 
 

General resources 
• Akron Summit County Library  
• APS Covid-19 Dashboard 

• APS District Website  

• APS Family Resources  

• APS Learning 2020-21 Google Site 

• Get 2 School/Stay in the Game 

• Ohio Department of Education (ODE) 

• Summit County Public Health 

• United Way 2-1-1 Resource Referral 
 
Forms and downloads 

• Help Desk Form 
 

All the resources below have clickable links for your convenience.  

https://www.onoursleeves.org/mental-health-resources/articles-support/suicidal-behaviors/talking-about-suicide-with-kids?sc_camp=2993235B8BC74306A062DC5E3CD660ED&utm_source=mailchimp-oos-email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=on-our-sleeves
https://www.onoursleeves.org/mental-health-resources/articles-support/suicidal-behaviors/talking-about-suicide-with-kids?sc_camp=2993235B8BC74306A062DC5E3CD660ED&utm_source=mailchimp-oos-email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=on-our-sleeves
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tt2sCKlUCoc
https://sites.google.com/apslearns.org/getvaccinated/home
https://sites.google.com/apslearns.org/getvaccinated/aps-vaccination-schedules
https://www.applitrack.com/akron/onlineapp/
https://www.applitrack.com/akron/onlineapp/
https://www.ohioeriecanal.org/fishingderby
https://www.ohioeriecanal.org/fishingderby
https://akronkids.org/visit
https://www.akronschools.com/news/what_s_new/new_c_o_v_i_d_protocols_will_greet_visitors
https://www.akronschools.com/news/what_s_new/new_c_o_v_i_d_protocols_will_greet_visitors
https://mpv.tickets.com/?agency=MILB_MPV&orgid=51309&pid=8985401#/event/8985401&tfl=Akron_RubberDucks_Single_Game_Tickets-tickets-na-single_game_tickets-x0-unknown-unknown/ticketlist/?view=sections&minPrice=5&maxPrice=25&quantity=2&sort=price_desc&ada=false&seatSelection=false&onlyCoupon=true&onlyVoucher=false
https://www.downtownakron.com/event/clayton-baileys-world-of-wonders
https://www.downtownakron.com/event/akron-city-gospel-singers-community-event-session
https://mcusercontent.com/a4b4251cac24a922bc849199e/files/104e82af-7855-e319-8d97-b2ac112bfb81/Lyft_Program_Flyer.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/a4b4251cac24a922bc849199e/files/104e82af-7855-e319-8d97-b2ac112bfb81/Lyft_Program_Flyer.pdf
http://www.akronschools.com/
https://blog.edmentum.com/5-things-parents-can-do-support-students-learning-online
https://blog.edmentum.com/5-things-parents-can-do-support-students-learning-online
https://www.theladders.com/career-advice/tips-for-parents-online-learning-with-children
https://www.teachthought.com/technology/remote-learning-tips-for-parents/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/children/learning.html
https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/learning-at-home/homework-study-skills/online-learning-how-to-prepare-child
https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/learning-at-home/homework-study-skills/online-learning-how-to-prepare-child
https://www.facebook.com/akronpublicschools/
https://twitter.com/akronschools
https://www.linkedin.com/company/akron-public-schools/
https://www.youtube.com/user/akronschools
https://www.akronlibrary.org/
https://www.akronschools.com/district/covid-19_dashboard
http://www.akronschools.com/
https://www.akronschools.com/cms/One.aspx?portalId=409163&pageId=11798553
https://sites.google.com/apslearns.org/apsreopening/home-learning-2021-22
https://get2school.org/
http://education.ohio.gov/
https://www.scph.org/
https://www.uwsummit.org/211
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScrHNXfRhg7hRsxSqyyi5HbDTHsUSpUqA0PYFgVMh0JNJKd4g/viewform

